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INTRODUCTION:                                                                                                                                                                             

The First Epistle to the Corinthians (Koine Greek: ȷȭ ȺˊɘůŰɞɚɐ ˊɟɞɠ 

Ⱦɞɟɘɜɗɑɞɡɠ), usually referred to simply as 1st Corinthians, is one of the 

Pauline epistles of the New Testament of the Bible, and is one of the most 

powerful, and shows us how church life was in the middle of the first 

century.  

The Christian community in Corinth was established by Saint Paul about 

the year 51 (his second missionary journey). The city was a great seaport, 

a ñmelting potò  full of devotees of various pagan cults and marked by a 

measure of moral depravity. That nascent Christian community were 

primarily Gentiles converted by Paul on his second missionary journey. In 

Paul's absence the church had fallen into serious problems of disunity, 

sexual immorality, confusion over church teaching and Christian 

discipline and other matters involving worship and holy living. 
 

AUTHORSHIP:                                                                                                                                                               

The Authorship is attributed to Paul of Tarsus. We see this by the 

introduction: ñPaul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of 

God, and Sosthenes our brother, to the church of God that is in Corinthò 

(1st Corinthians 1: 1-2). Paulôs authorship of 1st Corinthians has never 

been seriously questioned. From the text itself, we know that Paul wrote 

at least two other letters to Corinth (see 1 Corinthians 5:9 (letter now 

lost); 2 Corinthians 2:3ï4).  



  

WHEN AND WHERE WAS IT WRITTEN (AND CONTEXT):                                                                              
According to Acts of the Apostles, Paul founded the church in Corinth (Acts 

18:1ï17), then spent approximately three years in Ephesus (Acts 19:8, 19:10, 

20:31). 1st Corinthians was written at Ephesus (1st Corinthians 16:8), which is a 

city on the west coast of today's Turkey, about 180 miles by sea from Corinth.  

While Paul was in Ephesus on his third journey (1 Corinthians 16:8; Acts 19:1ï

20), he received disquieting news about Corinth.  

The context was that the community there was displaying open factionalism, 

as certain members were identifying themselves exclusively with individual 

Christian leaders and interpreting Christian teaching as a superior wisdom for 

the initiated few (Gnosis) (1 Corinthians 1:10ï4:21).  
 

The community lacked the decisiveness to take appropriate action against one 

of its members who was living publicly in an incestuous union (1 Corinthians 

5:1ï13). Other members engaged in legal conflicts in pagan courts of law (1 

Corinthians 6:1ï11); still others may have participated in religious prostitution 

(1 Corinthians 6:12ï20) or temple sacrifices (1 Corinthians 10:14ï22). The 

communityôs ills were reflected in its liturgy. In the celebration of the Eucharist 

certain members discriminated against others, drank too freely at the Agape, or 

fellowship meal, and denied Christian social courtesies to the poor among the 

membership (1 Corinthians 11:17ï22). Charisms such as ecstatic prayer, 

attributed freely to the impulse of the Holy Spirit, were more highly prized than 

works of charity (1 Corinthians 13:1ï2, 8), and were used at times in a 

disorderly way (1 Corinthians 14:1ï40). Women appeared at the assembly 

without the customary head-covering (1 Corinthians 11:3ï16).  

The general consensus that it was written between 54 and 66 AD. 



 

 

OVERVIEW:                                                                                                                                                                   

Paul wrote this letter to correct what he saw as erroneous views in 

the Corinthian church. Other problems with which Paul had to deal 

concerned matters of conscience discussed among the faithful 

members of the community: the eating of meat that had been 

sacrificed to idols (1 Corinthians 8:1ï13), the use of sex in 

marriage (1 Corinthians 7:1ï7), and the attitude to be taken by the 

unmarried toward marriage in view of the possible proximity of 

Christôs second coming (1 Corinthians 7:25ï40). There was also a 

doctrinal matter that called for Paulôs attention, for some members 

of the community, despite their belief in the resurrection of Christ, 

were denying the possibility of general bodily resurrection.                                   
 

He writes with confidence in the authority of his apostolic mission, 

and he presumes that the Corinthians, despite their deficiencies, 

will recognize and accept it. On the other hand, he does not 

hesitate to exercise his authority as his judgment dictates in each 

situation, even going so far as to promise a direct confrontation 

with recalcitrants, should the abuses he scores remain 

uncorrected (1 Corinthians 4:18ï21).  

1st Corinthians is of the greatest importance for the understanding 

of early Christian teaching on the Eucharist (1 Corinthians 10:14ï

22; 11:17ï34)  



In 1st Corinthians, we see for the first time in the New Testament, 

decades before the Gospels, the centrality and importance of the 

Eucharist to the early Christian communities, and of receiving it 

worthily:  
 

ñFor I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the 

Lord Jesus, on the night he was handed over, took bread, and, after 

he had given thanks, broke it and said, ñThis is my body that is for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.ò In the same way also the cup, 

after supper, saying, ñThis cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.ò For as often 

as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the death of 

the Lord until he comes. Therefore whoever eats the bread or 

drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily will have to answer for the 

body and blood of the Lord. A person should examine himself, and 

so eat the bread and drink the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks 

without discerning the body, eats and drinks judgment on himself.ò 

(1st Corinthians 11: 23-29). 
 

Another important issue the letter also treats is the subject of the 

Resurrection. The Resurrection of Christ (1st Corinthians 15:1ï11), 

the Resurrection of the Dead (1st Corinthians 15:12ï34), and the 

Manner of the Resurrection (1st Corinthians 15:35ï58). 



  
 

A key topic expressed by Paul on the centrality and 

importance of LOVE 1s also found on 1st Corinthians: 
 

ñIf I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not 

have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 

cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 

move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.... 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 

boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not 

self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 

truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

always perseveres. Love never failsò. (1 Corinthians 13:1-

8). 
 

The final paragraph announces its topic, Love never fails 

(1 Corinthians 13:8), then develops the permanence of 

love in contrast to the charisms (1 Corinthians 13:9ï12), 

and finally asserts loveôs superiority even over the other 

important ñtheological virtuesò of faith and hope (1 

Corinthians 13:13). 



Paul speaks of Spiritual Gifts in 1st Corinthians 12: 
 

Spiritual gifts are the signs of the Spirit's continued 

efficacious presence in the Church, which is Christ's 

body, the complement of His incarnation, as the 

body is the complement of the head. By the love 

which pervades the whole, the gifts of the several 

members, forming reciprocal complements to each 

other, tend to the one object of perfecting the body 

of Christ. 

The diversity of gifts, that is, varieties of spiritual 

endowments peculiar to the several members of the 

Church:  

"But one and the same Spirit produces all of these, 

distributing them individually to each person as He 

(the Holy Spirit) wishes." (1 Corinthians 12:11): 

ñéno one can say, óJesus is Lord,ô except by the 

Holy Spirit. There are different kinds of spiritual gifts 

but the same Spirit; there are different forms of 

service but the same Lord; there are different 

workings but the same God who produces all of 

them in everyone. To each individual the 

manifestation of the Spirit is given for some 

benefitò.  

Paul introduces he image of a body to explain 

Christôs relationship with the believers (1 

Corinthians 12:12). 1 Corinthians 12:13 then applies 

this model to the church: by baptism all, despite 

diversity of ethnic or social origins, are integrated 

into one organism.  



  

 1st Corinthians contains 16 chapters. 
 

CONTENT OF 1st CORINTHIANS:                                                                                                                                                      

The principal divisions of 1st Corinthians are: 

I. Address (1:1ï9) 
 

II. Disorders in the Corinthian Community (1:10ï6:20) 

     A. Divisions in the Church (1:10ï4:21) 

     B. Moral Disorders (5:1ï6:20) 
 

III. Answers to the Corinthiansô Questions (7:1ï11:1) 

     A. Marriage and Virginity (7:1ï40) 

     B. Offerings to Idols (8:1ï11:1) 
 

IV. Problems in Liturgical Assemblies (11:2ï14:40) 

     A. Womenôs Headdresses (11:3ï16) 

     B. The Lordôs Supper (11:17ï34) 

     C. Spiritual Gifts (12:1ï14:40) 
 

V. The Resurrection (15:1ï58) 

     A. The Resurrection of Christ (15:1ï11) 

     B. The Resurrection of the Dead (15:12ï34) 

     C. The Manner of the Resurrection (15:35ï58) 
 

VI. Conclusion (16:1ï24) 



  
 
 

 

 

RESOURCES USED AND RECOMENDED: 
 

- NAB Bible, at: http://www.usccb.org/bible/books-of-the-bible/index.cfm 

- Agape Bible Study at:http://www.agapebiblestudy.com/Agape_Bible_Studies_Menu.php 

- Outline of 1ST Corinthians at:                                                                                                                                                                                               

- Pauline Chronology: The Life and Missionary Work of St. Paul of Tarsus. Material provided by 

Rev. Felix Just, S.J. at: http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Pauline_Chronology.htm 
 

 

Scripture and/or texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 

2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. 





 
 
 






